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Brethren, may I start be thanking you all for signing in today, it is great to know 

that so many of you are out there, i would like to especially welcome two of my 

predecessors, RW.Bro Peter Halls Dickerson and RW.Bro Richard Gan, also in 

attendance are past APGMs, VW.Bro Brian Berry and VW,Bro John Edwards. 

Greetings also to RW.Bro Sir Fred Crawford, RW.Bro Ryan Williams, Grand 

Secretary and RW.Bro Ian Currans. Also, with us are the heads of two other orders,  

Provincial Grand  Prior  W.Bro John Roberts and W.Bro Chris Weeks, Provincial 

Grand Master of the Royal Order of Scotland. Thank you all for joining us, we will 

hear a bit more from the Grand Secretary shortly 

Well the last year has certainly been different and has brought with it a huge change 

in the way we have to conduct our lives, in every way imaginable. 

Ten months ago, i doubt that anyone could have envisaged the situation we find 

ourselves in today and who knows where we will be in another ten months. Who 

would ever have thought that we would be holding our AGM, over the internet. I do 

apologise that we cannot have all your faces on the screen, and you have to endure 

this rogue’s gallery, but our technical ability is at its limit. 

Let us all hope that this is a one off and we get back to the old norm next year. 

Of course, this is the day that we normally celebrate the achievements of many who 

are being recognised for their outstanding commitment and today is no exception, 

albeit in more surreal circumstances. I am certainly disappointed that I cannot invest 

everyone personally and that we cannot sit down together afterwards. It is always 

great to hear your friends support, as your name is called and you are invested with 

your collar, however, although the circumstances are very different, all those 

appointed, assume their rank today and hopefully you can each celebrate with one 

or two friends privately 

I congratulate you all and can only hope that you can get the opportunity to display 

your new rank soon. 

I also hope that those appointed to active rank, get the chance to fulfil their duties as 

an active officer, most of you have been reappointed this year to compensate for last 

year’s wash out, so let us hope we do not get a repeat 

Another great disappointment in terms of the occasion, are the investitures of both 

Steve Vanhinsbergh as Deputy Provincial Grand master and John Billet as Assistant 

Provincial Grand Master. I know that both were really looking forward to an incredibly 

special day. 

I still remember vividly my investments as Assistant Provincial Grand Master  and 

then, Provincial Grand Master, those memories will live with me. 

Like all the others who assume their rank today, the same applies to Steve and John 

but we hope to do something ,that they can remember at one of our Service Lodges 

in the new year, fingers crossed. 

Of course, those new chain appointments are the result of others moving on.          

VW Bro David White has been an outstanding ambassador for this province.      



David and I have worked together since we were appointed as Deputy DCs back in 

2006, David went on to be become an Assistant Provincial Grand Master in 2015 

and Deputy Provincial Grand Master in the following year. When I became Provincial 

Grand Master in 2017, my first conversation was with David, I desperately wanted 

him to stay on as Deputy and thankfully he agreed. 

David’s knowledge and calm influence has been exactly what I needed, he has a 

wealth of experience in Masonry in general, and Mark Masonry has benefited hugely 

from that, but as with all good things it has to end somewhere and I think David, and 

his long suffering chauffeur, Jackie, have earned their rest and will appreciate retiring 

from this post 

We wish him all the absolute best for the future and as with all the retiring chains I do 

hope that he will remain a part of the larger Executive. 

Steve Vanhinsburgh has exceptionally large shoes to fill. 

Brethren, we are heading into exceedingly difficult times for our lodges. Within the 

Province and the Order in general, some very difficult decisions will be made and 

most certainly things will be different going forward, I am sure that whatever 

obstacles are put in our way, we will overcome them. 

We also recognise the financial difficulties that this dreadful virus may be imposing 

on you and to that end we have decided, to reduce next year’s Provincial subs by 

50%. This combined with the reduction in Grand Lodge dues already announced, we 

hope, will go some way to easing the situation and we will continue to look at other 

ways to help out if we can. 

The most important thing at the moment is to stay safe, stay positive and stay in 

touch with as many people as you can. A friendly call is always welcome, no matter 

how brief, i would also urge you to continue holding virtual business meetings on the 

day of your scheduled meetings, with as many social virtual gatherings as you can. 

can. Do not get out of the habit of meeting, even if it is on screen. 

Brethren, although our work in the temple has pretty much come to a halt, behind the 

scenes i can tell you that there have been many people, including the Executive that 

have been working extremely hard to keep the Province ticking over as well as 

working in the community on your behalf 

W,Bro Headley O’Brien, our Provincial Grand Charity Steward has been in constant 

contact with the charities that we are continuing to support We have been to several 

Care Homes with hampers of little luxuries for the staff who, particularly, in the early 

days, felt forgotten and underappreciated. I can tell you first-hand that they were 

overwhelmed by your generosity and amazed that an organisation that until then, 

they had little or no knowledge of, would take the time to think of them. I thank all the 

Lodges and Individuals who donated towards this initiative.  

W.Bro Vic burton has been running the bonus ball scheme to great effect, with the 

takings being split between the winners and the MMBF. We have been able to 

donate to the later over £4000 so far which is a fantastic effort. 



That scheme continues to run and for anyone who is not already contributing to it, I 

would ask you to consider it. 

For your £1 per week stake you could win £30 every week. You are giving 50p a 

week to the MMBF and the other 50p goes to one of your friends. It is a win situation 

all round. Full details and an application form can be found on the web site or contact 

W.Bro Vic Burton direct. 

We are continuing, through the MMBF, to donate to the three local hospices. 

Shooting Star children’s hospice, St Luke’s, and Harlington hospices, we have also 

supported our fellow provinces of Kent and East Lancashire in their festivals and 

many other worthy causes. 

Of course, giving money out requires money to be collected in. 

I have already told you about one of the ways in which we raise the money to fund 

these worthy causes but of course there are others, not least the alms collection at 

the annual AGM. This obviously will not happen this year. However, there are other 

ways in which you can contribute. You would have found a form with your order 

paper and again when you get a copy of this address with details of how you can 

make a single donation to the MMBF relief chest. It is quite simple, even for the most 

tech illiterate amongst us , and i am one. Or maybe, if your lodge is fortunate enough 

to be financially strong you may consider passing the Grand Lodge and Provincial  

Grand Lodge savings on, by means of a donation to the MMBF. So please, if you are 

able, take a couple of minutes and give whatever you can, it will take you less time 

than filling in the normal envelopes but will give us much needed funds at a time 

when the charities that we support are having such a hard time and are even more 

reliant on donations from organisations such as ours. 

This coming year we are planning to hold some social events although these will be 

COVID-19 conditional, the first and probably the most in doubt is a Burns night in 

January 2021.  To even things up, we will have a St George’s day in April, the Inter 

Province Cricket in July, which we are hosting and defending champions. and a 

celebratory weekend in November. Full details will come out in due course, please 

support them if you can, again it is important to see each other. 

I would also like to congratulate those Brethren who were appointed or promoted in 

grand rank earlier this year. Again, it must have been disappointing not to have 

attended Grand Lodge to be invested. I hope it has not taken any of the shine off of 

what is a fantastic occasion. 

While congratulating people i must also do so to Bro David North who has worked 

tirelessly to put our wonderful web site together. Brethren I do hope you find it useful, 

and also, with the assistance of our Provincial Grand Secretary, Darrel Palmer and 

Assistant Provincial Grand Master, Peter Hyde, have made this zoom call possible, 

without David in particular this morning’s call would not have been possible. 

I must also thank our Provincial Grand Secretary for all the hard work he and his 

team have put in, it has probably been more difficult for them than having a physical 

meeting. 



I also give my thanks to W.Bro John Billett who, although has had an easier time, 

has still had to ensure that we are complying with everything we need to, with the 

appointments and promotions, his successor Raghu has certainly had an easier day 

than he would have initially envisaged. 

And I thank you all for taking the time to attend this virtual meeting, you are the most 

important people in the Province and your continued commitment to the Province is 

the foundation on which we stand, please continue with the great work you are 

doing. 

I wish you and your family’s the very best for the future and look forward to the day, 

when we can all meet again. 
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